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Through financial support from The Department of Health and Mental Health (DHMH) it is our pleasure to 
share with you a series dedicated to the HPV vaccine in the pediatric setting. Each issue will present a 
literature review for the provider with questions and answers on key issues for parents and caretakers. 
The AAP and CDC have both recommended vaccination starting at eleven to twelve years of age for both 
boys and girls; however, the vaccine still remains poorly utilized. 1 
 
This Issue will summarize key facts about HPV as presented earlier in the HPV series. 
 
• There are over 100 strains of HPV. Of these strains types ’16’ and ’18’ account for 70% of cancers. (1)  
 
• In the US there are 11,070 cases of cervical cancer annually, which result in almost 4,000 deaths. (1) 
 
• Additionally 26,000 other cases of cancer such as oral, oro-pharyngeal, penile, anal and vaginal 

cancers are caused by HPV each year. (1) 
 
• For those with >6 sexual partners prevalence of HPV is as high as 55.5%. However, for those who 

reported only one lifetime partner, HPV is still found in 18% of cervical swabs, even in those who report 
no sexual partners, HPV was found in 15% of patients. (2)  

 
• A 2014 study of the HPV vaccine was shown to reduce the number of both low and high grade 

abnormalities found on pap smears by 36% and 54% respectively. (3) 
 
• Research from 2012 into the adoption of the vaccine finds that only 54% of eligible females across the 

nation received one dose and only 34% of eligible females have completed the series. Of the same 
population 84% had at least one health care visit with a missed opportunity to give the vaccine. (4)  

 
• HPV vaccine adoption increases from 21% to 62% if the PCP recommends vaccination. (5)  
 
• 1% of the population has clinically apparent genital warts. 90% are types (6 and 11) which are covered 

by the quadrivalent HPV vaccine. (6) 
 
• The HPV vaccine has been effectively shown  NOT to increase promiscuity or age of sexual debut in 

prospective observational studies. (7) 
 
• Men have a 10% prevalence rate for oral HPV compared to only 3.6% for women. Tthe oncogenic type 

16 is the most common form of oral HPV. (8) 
• The next generation of HPV vaccine “V503” may be approved for use by the end of 2014 and will 

include an additional 5 strains (31, 33, 45, 52, and 58) covering 97% of high risk HPV types. (9) 
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