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AAP Advocacy Conference
• AAP Advocacy Conference: 

March 20 – 22, 2022

• Child health issue sessions, 
skills-building workshops, 
distinguished guest speakers 

• Virtual Capitol Hill meetings 
on a key child health issue

• Registration closes March 6

Register today at 
AAP.org/AdCon



Uniting Around Child 
Health Priorities

COVID-19 Response

Equity Agenda

Mental Health

Getting Children 
Vaccinated



As of 1/27/22 – 11,411,047  cumulative confirmed child COVID-19 
cases

• In the past week over 800,000 cases were reported

• Down from the peak level of 1.1 million cases the previous week; 
but triple the peak level of the Delta surge in 2021.

• An increase of nearly 2 million new cases in the past 2 weeks

Rreport posted Mondays on AAP.org NYT 01.31.22 all ages



4.23.20 to 1.27.22



As of 1/26/22:

▪ 8.3 million (29%) US children ages 5-11 have received an initial 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

• 20% are fully vaccinated 

▪ 16.4 million (66%) US children ages 12-17 have received an initial 
dose of COVID-19 vaccine

• 55% are fully vaccinated 

• 8.8 million yet to receive first dose

• 169,000 received their initial dose this week

Report posted Fridays on AAP.org



Proportion of Eligible 
US Children Ages 5-11 

Who Received the 
Initial Dose of the 

COVID-19 Vaccine, by 
State of Residence

41%

Source: AAP analysis of data series 
titled “COVID -19 Vaccinations in the 
United States, Jurisdiction”. CDC 
COVID -19 Data Tracker (URL: 
https://data.cdc.gov/Vaccinations/C
OVID-19-Vaccinations-in-the-United-
States-Jurisdi/unsk-b7fc ). Idaho 
information not available. Check 
state’s web sites for additional or 
more recent information

as of 1.26.2022
13%          62%

CT : 44%
DC : 43%
DE : 29%
MA : 54%
MD : 42%
NH : 38%
NJ : 37%
RI : 52%
VT : 62%

https://data.cdc.gov/Vaccinations/COVID-19-Vaccinations-in-the-United-States-Jurisdi/unsk-b7fc




Midterm 
Elections

Senate

Democrats Republicans

50* 50
* Includes two independents, Vice President Kamala Harris 

breaks ties

House

Democrats Republicans

221 212

1 Democratic and 1 Republican seat currently vacant



2022: The Year Ahead in Advocacy

Build Back 
Better?

Voting 
rights

COVID-19, 
Omicron, Pi?

Mental 
health

Immigration
FDA
bill

Child 
welfare

Vaccine 
policy

Gender-
affirming 

care
Abortion

Supreme 
Court 

vacancy
Election 2022



INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND JOBS ACT

• Key highlights of the $1 trillion bill:

– $15 billion to replace lead service lines

– $30 billion in other clean drinking water 
investments

– $11 billion in infrastructure investments 
for Native communities

– $11 billion for transportation safety 
programs

– $65 billion in broadband investments



BUILD BACK BETTER?

What was in the House bill?

• Paid Medical and Family Leave

• Child Care and Universal Pre-K

• Climate Change

• Children’s Coverage: CHIP PERMANENT!

• Child Tax Credit

• Child Nutrition

• Immigration



AAP Advocacy on Vaccines
Vaccine Advocacy Successes
• Provider relief funding
• Administrative flexibilities in the VFC 

program
• Passage of the VACCINES Act 
• Billions in funding for vaccine confidence
• Enhanced payment for COVID vaccine 

administration
• COVID vaccines authorized for children 5+

Continued Progress
• The bipartisan Strengthening the Vaccines 

for Children Program Act is progressing 
through the legislative process



Payment for Vaccine Counseling 

• Medicaid to cover COVID-19 vaccine 
counseling visits for children up to age 21 
with 100% federal funding throughout the 
public health emergency and the following 
year 

• CMS will require states cover stand-alone 
vaccine counseling visits related to all 
pediatric vaccines under  EPSDT benefit

• AAP staff preparing guidance and resources 
for AAP chapters to help states implement 
these changes

DOCTORS DON’T GET PAID FOR TALKING TO PARENTS 
ABOUT KIDS’ COVID-19 VACCINATIONS. JOE BIDEN 

WANTS TO CHANGE THAT



DECLARING A MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCY



ADVOCACY OPPORTUNITIES
Capitol Hill 
• Health Resources and Services Administration 

(HRSA) Pediatric Mental Health Care Access 
Program Reauthorization and Funding

• Senate Finance Committee RFI
• Lorne Breen Health Care Provider Protection 

Act
• Reauthorization of major child welfare 

programs

Biden Administration
• Surgeon General’s Advisory on Youth Mental 

Health
• New HHS Behavioral Health Coordinating 

Council



Medicaid/CHIP Monthly Child Enrollment
January 2020 – April 2021

Medicaid/CHIP enrollment overall rose 11.6M, or 16.4%, 
during the PHE.

Child Medicaid/CHIP enrollment rose 3.9M (11.1%) compared 
to adult enrollment rising 7.5M (20.2%).

As of April 2021, an estimated 38.9M, or nearly 53%, of US 
children were enrolled in Medicaid or CHIP, up from 46.7% in 
February 2020.  Enrollment rates varied considerably by state.

As of April 2021, children accounted for 47% of all Medicaid and 
CHIP enrollees.

* Includes data reported by 49 states and the District of Columbia to CMS from January 2020 through 
April 2021. AZ did not report any child-specific data during this period.  

National* Trends
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Georgetown Center for Children and Families 
https://kidshealthcarereport.ccf.georgetown.edu/states/Maryland/



Roe at Stake Before SCOTUS

• Mississippi 15-week 
abortion ban argued 
before the court this 
morning: Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s 
Health

• Ruling likely to come 
around June

• Contingency planning 
starting in case Roe is 
overturned or 
significantly 
weakened



IMMIGRATION ADVOCACY



School Mask Litigation

• AAP has filed 25 briefs in 14 states 
supporting universal mask 
requirements in schools



STATE ADVOCACY LANDSCAPE

• School Masking

• Vaccines & School Entry Requirements

• Social-Emotional Learning

• Anti-Transgender/Gender Affirming care



COMMON VACCINE RELATED THEMES IN

2022 INTRODUCED BILLS

• “Informed Consent” legislation

• Adding vaccination data to 
child death reporting requirements

• “Parents Bill of Rights” legislation

• Expansion/creation of 
nonmedical exemptions



Questions?
Tamar Magarik Haro

tharo@aap.org

Omonigho Ufomata

oufomata@aap.org

mailto:tharo@aap.org
mailto:oufomata@aap.org

